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CCSD Sees Increase in Student Achievement
on Georgia Milestones Tests

Athens, Georgia — Georgia Milestones test scores for the 2021-22 school year were released last week
for schools across the state, and the Clarke County School District saw gains in both participation rates
and student achievement. While the data shows room for growth and improvement, it is important to note
the test results from last year should be interpreted in context due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Our students and teachers have worked hard this past school year to recover from the impact of
learning loss during the last two years,” said Dr. Xernona Thomas, CCSD Superintendent. “I commend
them for their commitment to continued improvement and academic gains. As a school district, we will
continue our focus on strong grade-level instruction and providing each student with the resources
needed to become proficient in all content areas.”

Overall, almost 95% of CCSD students in grades 3-8 participated in Georgia Milestones testing during
the 2021-2022 school year, up from 65% participation in the 2020-2021 school year. Milestones tests
were not administered during the 2019-20 school year due to the pandemic. More than 80% of high
school students participated in Georgia Milestones testing during the 2021-2022 school year, a
significant increase from just 10% participation in 2020-21.

In addition to gains in participation rates, Clarke County also realized gains in a number of achievement
areas. Scores in English Language Arts showed that 26% of CCSD students in grades 3-8 were
proficient or above in 2022, which reflects a 6-point increase over 2021. In Math, 27% of CCSD students
in grades 3-8 were proficient or above, which is an 11-point increase over 2021. In Science, 23% of
CCSD students in grades 5 and 8 were proficient or above, a 4-point increase over 2021. In Social
Studies, 29% of CCSD students in grade 8 were proficient or above, which is a 15-point increase over
2021. A full breakdown of Georgia Milestones data for CCSD can be found in the table below, which also
includes high school data.

Test
2020-2021 Percent of
Students Proficient &

Above

2021-2022 Percent of
Students Proficient &

Above

Milestones English Language Arts End of
Grade Test (Grades 3-8) 21% 27%

Milestones Math End of Grade Test
(Grades 3-8) 16% 27%

Milestones Science End of Grade Test
(Grades 5 and 8) 19% 23%

Milestones Social Studies End of Grade
Test (Grade 8) 14% 29%
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Milestones Algebra End of Course Test
(High School) 16% 22%

Milestones American Literature Test (High
School) 11% 34%

Milestones Biology Test (High School) 40% 31%

Milestones US History Test (High School) 20% 25%

“We want to acknowledge that our students are more than test scores; however, these scores give
teachers one data point in creating engaging and rigorous learning environments for our students,” said
Brannon Gaskins, CCSD’s Chief Academic Officer. “We will use these results and the expertise of our
teachers and leaders to provide academic instruction that meets the social and emotional needs of our
students and prepares them for post-secondary options for the upcoming school year.”

Students take Georgia Milestones End of Grade (EOG) tests in grades 3-8 and End of Course (EOC)
tests in identified high school courses. The Georgia Milestones assessment system meets the federal
requirement that states test students in math and ELA in grades 3-8 and once in high school and once
per grade band (3-5, 6-8, 9-12) in science. The Georgia Milestones are the primary factor in determining
the state’s College and Career Readiness Performance Index (CCRPI). Because of continued issues
with year-to-year score comparisons, a limited CCRPI will be released later this year. The state will,
however, begin to implement a full CCRPI with its full accountability system at the end of the 2022-2023
school year.
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